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encyclopaedia. The authors have covered the entire spectrum of
clinical and pathological aspects  in considerable detail; thus, the
book will be of use to neophytes as well as more experienced
clinical and histological diagnosticians.

Dermatopathology, of necessity being a science of extensive
description and exuberant nomenclature, has excelled in confusing
students of pathology and dermatology by myriad descriptions,
terms, appellations and eponyms, more often than not overlapping.
In this scenario, such a detailed analysis of some (admittedly a
small proportion) of the terms used is welcome. The linkage in
each description of clinical and histological feature with
differentials, pathogenetic and molecular pathology features indeed
fills an important gap. There are adequate illustrations.

Overall, this book is a welcome addition to the dermato-
pathology library. The book has a few shortcomings. It could have
been many times larger, keeping in view the vastness of the topic.
The editor may consider bringing out an addendum. The lack of
an index and a list of contents are notable omissions, which would
have made navigation easier.
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Manual of ICU Procedures. Mohan Gurjar, Arvind Kumar
Baronia (eds). Jaypee Brothers, New Delhi, 2016. 717pp, price

not mentioned. ISBN 978–93–5152–
422–9.

This book is a landmark, new clinical
skills resource designed for healthcare
practitioners caring for critically ill
patients. The procedures described in
the book vary from simple ones such as
peripheral venous cannulation or
nasogastric tube placement, to complex
ones such as intra-aortic balloon pump
counterpulsation. Sixty-one procedures
described in the book have been grouped
in five sections: airway and respiratory,

vascular and cardiac, neurological, gastrointestinal/abdominal/
genito-urinary and miscellaneous. Each procedure includes an
introduction, indication, contraindication, applied anatomy,
technique and equipment, procedure, post-procedural care,
complications/problem and references. The photographs illustrate
the details of the procedure or diagrams of salient anatomy.

The coverage of the subject is up-to-date. It is well presented,
not too long, with short paragraphs and bullet-points rather than
dense text. The book also has colour illustrations. It has an easy
writing style and is comfortable to read.

Most of the contributors are experienced and active consultants
from India and abroad, giving the book an authoritative appeal.
The editors have succeeded in presenting a uniform and crisp style
to a wide variety of information included in the book.

The book is aimed at those new to the intensive care unit (ICU),

or those from different disciplines who want a quick review of the
subject, particularly those working with critically or acutely ill
patients. With an ever-growing number of ICUs, there has been a
lack of resources for healthcare professionals to assist with proper
training. This book goes some way towards meeting that deficit.
Moreover, most of the text covered has a fairly long shelf-life even
if it deals with an ever-changing, dynamic discipline of critical
care.

The book is not without drawbacks. There are two major
drawbacks that come to my mind; first, it does not include a DVD
which would have been an invaluable addition providing finer
details of various procedures included in the text using audiovisual
media. Second, interventional ultrasound could have been included
as a separate chapter discussing basics, with a step-by-step approach
rather than presenting it, in short, in the relevant chapters, as has
been done. For a trainee, the present way is difficult to understand.

While the price of the book is not mentioned, I hope it is not out
of reach of the user. I would have liked the price to be in the range
of `500 to `1000.

In summary, I think it is a good book to consult, especially
when called upon to manage patients or to prepare for a practical
examination.
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Pancreas and Biliary Disease: A point of care clinical guide.
Kulwinder Dua, Reza Shaker (eds). Springer, Germany, 2016.

409pp, price not mentioned.

This concise book has many chapters by
well-known experts in the field. It is
meant primarily for busy clinicians and
residents who care for patients with
pancreatic and biliary diseases but do not
have enough time to read textbooks on
the subject. The interesting concept of
the book is to highlight at the beginning
of each chapter a patient’s common
questions about the disease and to
subsequently provide relevant answers
so that a clinician is ready to face similar

questions from patients and their relatives. The book covers most
of the common pancreatic and biliary diseases and provides
current evidence-based information about them. Of course, the
authors’ personal preference is bound to be reflected but that is not
a handicap given the objectives of the book to present relevant
information in a concise manner. Overall, it is a readable book, the
contents are up to date, and it meets its goal.
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